
 

 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held at 7:00 pm on 27 November 2018 
 

1. Minutes of the 2017 AGM  had been available to members on the LVCC Web Site. As there 
were no proposed additions, deletions or corrections the minutes were accepted. 

2. President’s Report. Sharon Slocum, our retiring President presented her 2018 report and 
this document is attached to these minutes 

3. Treasurer’s Report. Julie Fletcher, our retiring Treasurer summarised the club’s finances as 
follows:- 

a. Opening Balance $6,961.23 
b. Income $4,840.46 
c. Expenditure $7,317.45 (which includes $1,960.20 deposit for Wilsons Prom trip 

which will be recovered from members’ contributions. 
d. Closing Balance $6569.44 (which includes some 2019 subs) 

4. Competition Stewards Report – our retiring Competition Steward presented the 2018 
report summarised as follows:- 

a. Entries received from 26 Open and 17 Novice Members 
b. Open Prints – 48, Open Digital – 153 for a total of 201 entries 
c. Novice Prints – 61, Novice Digital – 78 for a total of 139 

5. Election of Office bearers and Committee 
a. Retiring  

i. Sharon Slocum – President 
ii. Julie Fletcher – Treasurer 

iii. Shirley Thorn – Competition Steward 
b. Nominations received 

i. Shirley Thorn – President 
ii. Theo van der Meulen – Secretary  

iii. Frances Westbury – Treasurer 
iv. Colin Cook – Competition Secretary 

c. The following committee members declared their availability to serve on the 2019 
committee – Kelly Alexander, Leonie Rogers, Cheryl Walmsley, Keryn Gannon, Di 
Stevens, Jenny Matthews. 

d. All positions were voted on by the members present by show of hands and all 
nominated office bearers and committee members were duly elected. 

6. Following earlier deliberations by the committee the secretary spoke to the following 
motion and asked the members to vote on its acceptance: 
“That in all future regular club competitions members wishing to submit three entries, the 
maximum allowed, must submit at least print entry”. Theo explained that the aim of 
introducing this rule was to encourage members to develop their skills in making and 
presenting printed entries to better prepare them for interclub and external exhibitions and 
competitions. 
 
The motion was accepted by the members. 



7. As the incoming President, Shirley Thorn thanked all the retiring office bearers and 
presented them with a floral gift. 

 
The meeting closed at 7:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2018 PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Welcome everyone to this year’s AGM and Awards night – after 3 years it is my last 
as President of the Latrobe Valley Camera Club. 
 
A huge thank you to the committee for we are very blessed to have such a wonderful 
group of volunteers who keep this club running with their organisation, ideas, 
enthusiasm, teaching and support. 
 
Membership figures for this year are 70 paid up members, much the same as the 
previous few years and on average we have 30 - 40 attending each meeting. 
 
1. MEETINGS 
 
This year we again alternated Comp Return / Workshop nights. 
 
Our Workshop nights have been run with the help of Darryl, Theo, Keryn, Deni, Floss 
and Kelly and we’ve seen some incredible slideshows from various members of their 
travels and inspiration. 
 
Our Competition Steward provided us with some controversial and entertaining 
judges this year - from a judge who forgot the prints to one of my personal favourite 
quotes - “waterfalls – the cats of the landscape world”!  
 
For those who attended the APJA workshop we hosted – perhaps you got a glimpse 
into the time, difficulty and work involved in undertaking the job of judging – 
remembering also these people volunteer their time, knowledge and experience to 
help others. Hopefully we all benefited in some way from the feedback provided – be 
it positive, encouraging or educational and hope everyone has learned a bit more 
about their own photography as a result. 
 
Additionally, we were fortunate to have a number of fantastic guests – our very own 
Sue Tanian, John Ansell and his alternate print processes, Richard White and Craig 
Wetjens speaking of their work. 
 
2. ACTIVITIES AND OUTINGS 
 
This year we were unfortunate with the weather on several our planned outing days 
resulting in cancellations and rescheduling. We had another great day for Melbourne 
Mayhem, the Glenmaggie workshop day, Judges Training day and weekend at 
Warnambool for VAPS Convention. The Mallacoota Camera Camp weekend hosted 
by EGPS highlighted how well our club work together to find fun and inspiration from 
each other, and how much we enjoy each other’s wacky company!! Thank you to the 
presenters who do a huge amount of work in the background to get these days ready 
for your benefit – Darryl, Theo, Colin, Ross, Keryn, Floss and Deni (just to name a 
few!!). 
 



It’s wonderful to see the results of these outings with member Slideshows that are a 
great way to showcase the fun we have and the way we see – Thanks to everyone 
who collated and prepared our shots to share with everyone. 
 
 
3. COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
We again undertook community service with Summer Nights Festival in Traralgon – 
which was perhaps an omen for the years activities with a very wet evening in 
Victory Park! 
 
4. COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS 
 
As with previous years, we participated in the VAPS and GIPPSLAND INTERCLUB 
competitions – entering some of the best work of our members. As always, we 
performed well as a club, with Colin Cook being awarded 1st place at the Interclub 
and all our members scoring well with their entries. 
 
5. WEBPAGE 

 
The Webpage continues to be the place to go for all your up to date info and we 
thank Theo for keeping it current and relevant!  
 
6. SUMMARY AND PLANS FOR 2019 

 
I hope this year you have learnt something new in your Photography, improved the 
pictures you take, and had some fun along the way. If so, then we the Committee 
have done our jobs!! 
 
The Committee continue to meet regularly to plan activities, meetings, and relevant 
workshops to help every member improve and learn more. We welcome your input, 
look forward to hearing your ideas and feedback, and need your help to make things 
happen. As busy as we all are, just offering some help for one thing makes the 
difference and helps to share the load.  
 
Next May we will be hosting VAPS at Federation Uni Churchill and we hope you will 
all pitch in to make it an awesome event and showcase our region and club. We will 
need all the help we can get to pull it off! We will also recognise the contribution and 
many years of service from over 10 of our members at the VAPS awards evening so 
make sure you come along to celebrate our special photo friendships.  
 
We are making some changes to our in-house competitions to encourage more 
printed entries and aligning our scoring with national standards. 
 
We have put together a program for 2019 with a range of activities and outings 
designed to inspire, teach and help you to enjoy your photography. With only 10 
meetings @ 2 hours each – half of which are comp returns, most of which are held 
when its dark: we do rely on short, concise activities which offer you an insight into 
what you can achieve with your photography. Day trips and weekends are planned 
to expand on your learning, maybe take you out of your photo comfort zone, and 
provide you with the time and space to explore your camera and vision.  
 



What we would love to see in 2019 is ALL of our members contributing in some way 
to improving the club: from making new faces feel welcome and explaining how our 
meetings work, to newer members entering comps for the first time, offers of help to 
co-ordinate outings, sharing inspiration and knowledge, asking questions, making 
suggestions to improve how we do things and being inclusive and friendly with 
everyone! 
 
7. And Finally….. 
 
Its now the end of my 3 year term as President. It started in 2016 with a name change 
from CCCC, our first guest speaker was Chris Bray, we made Fran a life member for 
her service to the club, overhauled the website, introduced the mentor program, and 
continued to teach, learn and challenge ourselves.  
 
We’ve travelled to Healesville, Cranbourne, The Prom, Kilcunda, the High Country, 
Warratah Bay, Melbourne, Warnambool, Inverloch, Malacoota, The Channels and 
Den of Nargun and lots more! By car, train and bus. How many km’s have we walked 
chasing Darryl along bush and beach paths?? How many sunrises, sunsets, birdies, 
rocks and trees have we seen? 
 
Most of all, I am grateful for the friendships I have made over the past 10 years. From 
the very first night I walked into this club I have felt at home, a place where I fit in. It 
is always the place where I feel I can be my most genuine self – no judgement, no 
pretence.  
 
You have made me laugh – a lot (like seriously – with tears and snorting!!), made me 
cry and made me proud to be a member of this club. You have helped me, looked 
after me and inspired me when I needed it most. I am especially grateful for your 
friendship and care during the past year – I am truly blessed by the most wonderful 
foto family a girl could want! 
 
Thank you to the Committee members – past, present and future! For all you do, for 
the time you give so freely, and for the support you provide – what a bunch of 
amazing people!  
 
Sharon Slocum 27/11/2018 
 

 
 
 

 


