
 

2016 PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Welcome everyone to this year’s AGM and Awards night - my first as President, and 

the Club’s first under its new name Latrobe Valley Camera Club. 

 

A huge thank you to the previous committee for leaving the Club in such a great 

place – we are very blessed to have such a wonderful group of volunteers who keep 

this club running with their organisation, ideas, enthusiasm, teaching and support. 

 

Membership figures for this year are 88 paid up members, of which we have 22 new 

members for 2016. 

 

1. MEETINGS 

 

This year we introduced the alternate Comp Return / Workshop nights which has 

been a great success. Initially I wondered if we would see attendance numbers 

changing, but if anything I think we’ve had even more members attending EVERY 

month! 

 

Our Workshop nights have been run with the help of Darryl, Theo, Alex, Nick, Angela, 

Deni, Kelly Ross, Elaine, Merryn and any others I’ve missed – Thanks guys for always 

being prepared to share your knowledge! 

 

We’ve practiced Flash, Lightroom, Photoshop, Night shots, Focus Points, and more 

both beginner and advanced topics.  

 

Our Competition nights have also been – let’s say a little controversial on occasion: 

from a judge who chose to only critique the winning entries, to another with an 

aversion to cats – we did get great feedback from all of them – it’s just that 

sometimes we don’t like what they say about our own shots – that’s what makes it 

educational!!  

 

2. ACTIVITIES AND OUTINGS 

 

This year we also introduced more regular, and more local – one day camera 

adventures and day trips: Healesville, Tulips, Den of Nargun, Mushroom Rocks, The 

Car Rally to The Channels, Briagalong , Cranbourne Botanical Gardens. 

We had fantastic attendances to every one of these events – with on average around 

22 - 28 members coming along. A big thank you to our bus drivers Anthony and Craig 

and everyone else who took on the role of Organiser for these events!  



 

It’s wonderful to see the results of these days with member Slideshows that are a 

great way to showcase the fun we have and the way we see – Thanks to everyone 

who collated and prepared our shots to share with everyone. 

 

Only the 2 camera camps this year – Kilcunda and Wilsons Prom (we do love a day at 

the beach!!) Based on the results from the member surveys, next year we also plan 

on only 2 weekend events (Tamboritha and Warratah Bay)– with lots of day trips in 

between. 

 

Our workshops included: Portraits with Dave from Danae at Calignee Hall (Thanks to 

Nerylee for organising) 

Glenmaggie with the LVCC All Stars: Darryl, Theo, Colin, Keryn, and Jen and Neil on 

the Barbie! 

Night Shots with Dale from Photorangers at Kilcunda, 

Wet Plate processing with John Ansell (no cats were harmed in this process!!). 

 

We also hosted a great night with Chris Bray which attracted over 80 members, 

friends and nearly clubs. With the funds we raised we were able to purchase some 

mat cutting systems for the club, a new TV Stand and photo display stands. 

 

3. COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

We undertook community service with BUPA, Vicroads Light the Night, Summer 

Nights Festival in Traralgon, Judging local competitions and the Wilson Family. 

Thanks to Theo, the ladies and gents who manned the stall and everyone who 

donated.  

 

With our Region undergoing huge change to employment and industry in the next 

year, it’s even more important that our club is able to respond to requests for 

assistance – if each person is able to help just once – then we have a lot of helpers!! 

 

4. COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS 

 

As with previous years, we participated in the VAPS and GIPPSLAND INTERCLUB 

competitions – entering some of the best work of our members. As always, we 

performed well as a club, with individual members receiving prizes and HC awards. 

 

I think we should congratulate Ross on his continued success this year – he has 

found new inspiration and enthusiasm for his hobby, and it shows in the recognition 

and awards he is receiving: VAPS, Interclub, Tyers Art Show and external 

competitions – WELL DONE Ross – you certainly deserve it for your beautiful work. 

 

5. WEBPAGE 

 



Without a doubt one of the biggest undertakings of 2016 was the design and launch 

of the Webpage. It is easy to maintain, updated regularly, easy to navigate and 

contains reminders and info for all members.  

 

Our member survey gave this one a huge thumbs up, and we THANK THEO for his 

work in making it happen, and keeping it relevant! 

 

6. SUMMARY AND PLANS FOR 2017 

 

We often refer to our club as having a strong “learning” focus. This is evident in the 

number of new members we attract, and the continued participation of long term 

members in club activities and workshops. We are also a vibrant and active club, 

with members enthusiastically joining in to any and all activities we propose. Some 

clubs have aging members, dwindling numbers and struggle to attract new members 

– that’s not LVCC - and we are certainly lucky to be in such a great position moving 

forward with a growing club. 

 

I hope this year you have learnt something new in your Photography, improved the 

pictures you take, and had some fun along the way. If so, we the Committee have 

done our jobs!! 

 

The Committee continue to meet regularly to plan activities, meetings, and relevant 

workshops to help every member improve and learn more. We welcome your input, 

look forward to hearing your ideas and feedback, and need your help to make things 

happen. As busy as we all are, just offering some help for one thing makes the 

difference and helps to share the load.  

 

I’ve been very lucky as President to inherit such an amazing Club – it makes it easier 

to take on a role that is positive and supportive. Personally I am grateful to each and 

every person in the club –the committee, the helpers, the teachers, the newbies, the 

naughty kids up the back, the quiet achievers, and the ones who make us laugh – 

give yourselves a round of applause – you are all AWESOME! 

 

Your foto friend and President 

 

Sharon Slocum 

22/11/2016 


